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[ABSTRACT]

This study has been conducted with the following two aims: first,
to review the current situation regarding translation of cultural terms related
to the Korean people’s lives and way of living, and second, to suggest
measures that will help public institutions to provide translations that

clearly show Korea’s cultural identity and uniqueness.

Translation i1s an  indispensable = means of  cross-cultural
communication. In spite of their indisputable value, cultural terms have
been translated without well-defined standards, hence causing confusion,
especially when there are multiple translations for one cultural term.
Moreover, certain meanings in the source language (Korean) may be lost or
unintentionally distorted in the translation process, which also can hinder
cross-cultural communication. As translation is at the forefront in
introducing Korean culture to the people from other countries, the quality

and accuracy of cultural-term translation is of paramount importance.

Recognizing this fact, the study was conducted in an attempt to
provide  general guidelines to ensure that cultural-term translation is
conducted in a consistent manner to better convey the specificity of Korean

culture while securing communicativeness.
Cultural Terms
For the first part of the study, the definition and categories of

cultural terms were determined through both literature reviews and

vii



quantitative analysis. The quantitative study focused on the selection and
categorization of cultural terms collected from the corpus data (details
explained below). As a result, “cultural term” was defined as a conceptual
word related to the Korean people’s lives and way of living. The definition
was widely constructed to encompass terms from both native Korean
culture and culture originally imported from other countries but now
entrenched in the Korean culture. Cultural terms were categorized into three
layers, each representing the surface, middle and core of a culture, by

referring to previous studies in cultural anthropology and translation studies.

Data Collection

For the second part of the research project, cultural terms were
extracted from the text found on the websites of the following nine
organizations: National Archives of Korea, National Folk Museum of Korea,
National Museum of Korea, Cultural Heritage Administration, Korean
Culture and Information Service, Korea Tourism Organization, Korea
Foundation, Korean Folk Village, and Everland. Corpus data was selected
from contents where translations (TT) in all three languages (English,
Chinese, and Japanese) existed for the Korean text (ST). To extract terms,
quantitative indices such as frequency and range were applied, and then
qualitative analysis was conducted to identify those terms that comply with
the definition determined in the study and fall into the categorization. As a
result, 932 Korean terms for English translation were secured, and 849

terms each for Chinese and Japanese translations.
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With these translated Korean terms as candidates for review,
corresponding pairs were sought in the ST and TT and then the types of
the translation methods were classified. Through analysis, the translation
problems in each language were identified and translation strategies
according to the individual characteristics of the three foreign languages

were presented as follows.

Translation into English

Of the 932 Korean terms selected, 778 had English translations and
translation methods were largely divided into three categories: transliteration
(14.8%), semantic translation (4.1%), and a combination of both (41.1%).
As for sub-categories, word-for-word translation (30.7%) was the frequently
used translation method, followed by full transliteration with the aid of
explanatory translation (15.7%), transliteration only (14.8%), explanatory
translation (13.1%), and full transliteration accompanied by word-for-word

translation (12.5%).

The major problems identified in English translations include
insufficient information; information bias (i.e. erroneous translation); and
orthographical errors (spelling or Romanization); and inconsistent translation
(within the same organization or among different institutes). Each of these

problems accounted for 42.9%, 28.6%, 20.6% and 7.9%, respectively.

As for translation strategies, transliteration should be adopted in
principle for cultural terms that are widely known overseas. However, if

the phonetic information alone does not evoke an image or idea for the
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target reader, a clear and concise semantic translation of the term has to be

provided to enhance understanding.

More specifically, word-for-word translation can be used when the
communicative purpose is sufficiently met, even with translation of the
surface meaning only. In order to mitigate the insufficiency or error in
message delivery, the essence of the term has to be well-captured and

embodied in the translation.

Explanatory translation may ensure sufficient communicativeness, but
the translated text could be unnecessarily wordy and lengthy. Hence, when
adopting this method, the economy of words has to be considered by

translating only the essential concept of the original term.

A combination of transliteration and semantic translation is
recommended when the transliteration-only strategy cannot achieve the
communicative goals, making necessary additional information with the aid
of semantic translation. When used appropriately while also considering
space limitations, this method can enhance readability and the reader’s

understanding.

As for orthographical problems, the system for Romanizing Korean
should be followed with priority given to phonetic fidelity. Lastly, to
resolve the inconsistency issue, standard style guides should be drawn up.
If such standards already exist, the institute should strongly promote them

so that the same translations will be used within the one organization.



Translation into Chinese

In the Chinese part of the project, out of 849 cultural terms
collected from the source texts, translations were found for only 592 terms,
with a whopping 73 percent translated by a single organization. Of the
terms translated by multiple institutes (27%), 10.7 percent showed

consistency while the rest were translated differently.

Translation methods were divided into four categories: graphological
translation (based on Korean-Chinese characters, 47.1%), semantic translation
(38.7%), combinatory translation (combination of various methods, 12.5%),
and transliteration (1.7%). Graphological translation was further divided into
word-for-word translation and substitution with an equivalent, while
semantic translation was divided into the subcategories of sense-for-sense

translation, replacing with a correspondence, and explanatory translation.

As for translation strategy, graphological translation can be adopted
when the communicative purpose is achieved without losing the specificity
of Korean culture in the translation process. When cultural specificity
cannot be retained, or the intended message cannot be delivered, other
methods are called for. Transliteration or “sound-meaning combination
translation,” which features both meaning and phonetic closeness to the
original term, is recommended when the term is deeply imbued with
specific cultural connotations and values that should be reflected in

translation.
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Semantic translation tends to be highly subjective, resulting in
inconsistent translation. To secure consistency, standards for this method of
translation need to be established and applied appropriately according to the
categories or functions of the cultural terms. When resorting to semantic
translation, the translator is advised to deliver the intended meaning or
message in a concise but clear manner and avoid giving lengthy

explanations.

Combinatory translation is generally appropriate for compound
words that can be divided into two parts, each embodying specificity and
universality. For the specificity-part, the optimal translation method has to
be selected so that the specificity of the term can be conveyed. As for the
part embodying the universality of the term, priority should be given to

maintaining consistency in translated terms.

Transliteration and ‘“sound-meaning combination translation” can
convey cultural specificity by featuring both meaning and phonetic
closeness to the original term in its translation. This study suggests that
these methods should be adopted when the term is profoundly associated
with Korea’s cultural identity and thus calls for a translation that conveys
such cultural specificity. To expand the use of these methods, related
standards should be drawn up, such as a Korean-to-Chinese transliteration
chart. At the initial stage, as the terms translated using these methods
would be unfamiliar to the target reader, they can be followed by an
explanation in parentheses to facilitate understanding and their spread

through the Chinese-speaking communities. But with the passage of time,
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the translated term should function on its own, and the additional
explanatory part be gradually removed. Providing Romanization is
recommended only as a supplementary reference to the original Korean
pronunciation of the term and not to be solely provided as a translation.
When it is necessary to emphasize the original pronunciation, it should be

made a principle to transliterate into Chinese.

In translating cultural terms, the words “#fi[= (Korean)” and “i&fi
(Korean-style)” should be avoided in principle, unless they need to be
positioned ahead of translated terms as the translation resorts to
corresponding Chinese words and thus the cultural specificity of Korea

should be emphasized.

Translation into Japanese

As for translation into Japanese, out of 849 cultural terms selected
from the source texts, translations were found for only 577 terms, with a
whopping 71.6 percent translated by a single organization. Of the terms
translated by multiple institutes (28.4%), 18.6 percent showed consistency

while the rest were translated differently.

Translation methods were largely divided into four categories:
graphological  translation  (53.90%), semantic translation  (19.15%),
transliteration (13.96%), and combinatory translation (combination of various
methods, 12.99%). Semantic translation had the sub-categories of

explanatory translation and substituting with a correspondence.
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Problems with translated terms were largely divided into two types:
the translation fails to deliver the intended message, or the Japanese
pronunciation is meaningless to speakers of the language. It was found that
these problems can occur either in isolation or in combination. As a
solution, this study basically recommends transliteration accompanied by
semantic translation in parentheses. But such accompaniment of semantic
translation should be supplementary and transitional as a means to enhance
the target reader’s understanding of the transliterated term and help these

terms take root among Japanese speakers.

More specifically, for cultural terms that can be spelled in
Korean-Chinese letters, transliteration followed by graphological translation
is recommended. If graphological translation cannot deliver the intended
messages, a semantic (explanatory) translation should be provided as an

alternative.

When resorting to transliteration, it should be accompanied by
semantic translation. But in the case of Korean terms that have been listed
in Japanese dictionaries and are widely known among Japanese speakers,

only the transliteration can be provided.

Correspondences can be used if there is no problem with delivering
a message and should be positioned behind the transliterated term. But in
the case of terms with profound cultural implications, the corresponding
Japanese words should be replaced by a new explanatory translation so as

to maintain Korean cultural identity.
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Explanatory translation is generally adopted when there is no
correspondence in the target language. If the existing explanatory translation
has no problem with delivering a message, it can be used along with
transliteration. If there is a problem, a new semantic translation should be

provided to follow transliteration.

Combinatory translation involving multiple methods may be
appropriate for compound words that can be divided into the parts of
specificity and universality. In this case, transliteration should come first
with semantic translation provided in parentheses for the part embodying

the specificity of the source text term.

Mid- to Long-term Plan

This study suggests the following mid- to long-term plan with the
aim of improving the translation of cultural terms. In the case of
translation into Chinese, a Korean-to-Chinese transliteration chart should be
drawn up while the process for “sound-meaning combination translation”
should be standardized. For the translation of cultural terms to Japanese,
revisions should be made to the Korean-to-katakana converter prepared by

the education ministry.

Also, standards for using the method of semantic translation should
be drawn up to enable application according to different categories and
functions of cultural terms. Government agencies are advised to follow the
standards to determine the most appropriate translations of cultural terms

and actively promote them so that the same translations are used in a
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consistent manner. Publishing multilingual dictionaries (both online and
paper-based) dealing with cultural terms can be considered as a way to

achieve this.

Key Words: cultural terms, transliteration, semantic  translation,
word-for-word  translation, substituting with a correspondence, full
transliteration, explanatory translation, graphological translation, combinatory

translation, ‘“sound-meaning combination translation”
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go /1% AT 3007 BekgolT FES A3
g0l FRTL U 34 HEE wgo

b

N,
tt
Ot
i)

<E 3-1> E38o) FuT 23 9% A% B4 A%

MES
- EE golo 3 @ NEAA AAshE 54 gojo HE 0E Ax

(F: frequency)

o -
TX5E

Ao} B2 7)o A sl &o]E AEStal JeTHE UERE FHE
(R: range)

Feelst depsdol; (2002, staAlel x3he &o H53 ol &

55 X3 ofF | vgeR F5H adTold ey ghwm £33 72 &0 HE
(L: list) (http://www .korean.go.kr/09_new/dic/word/word_culture.jsp) & =

gk 23671 8o HEe ¥ H J=A oFE UHEHUE HE

=R)=
g 2 a3 (UTagger)S AHE3] Fela &
e AAskH. JEznzoM s 712 % A8 (lemmatization) 7} A
o Hol 7k &Y &= HAH
2 A Aol dasiota Azt
AR g R SteR
e

A 5 Alelsta PAT
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d FHeow At o
25 29 o FHL)E U FEE F4E A F5E R, DI
Aes it T 7Iso R ofdf <29 3-1>3 el Adsnt

<39 3-1> AZFH 7I€dd A3 FR & =F 34

=] - £ | =C2+D2+E2
A B Cc D E F G

i 20 s F Score R Score L Score =3

2 o 84 0.24231 70 QDI 160.24231 _l
3 Ll 2 0.06058 60 90 150.06058
4 A 16 0.04615 50 90 140.04615
5 2] a7 0.16442 40 90 130.16442
6 = 33 0.09519 40 90 130.09519
T A 10 0.02885 40 90 130.02885
8 Shal 6 0.01731 40 90 130.01731
9 = 5 0.01442 40 90 130.01442
10 HIAF 41 0.11827 30 90 120.11827
1" g2 40 0.11538 30 90 120.11538
12 | 14 0.04038 30 90 120.04038
13 ELEA " 0.03173 30 90 120.03173
14 =7l 9 0.02596 30 90 120.02596
15 = 9 0.02596 30 90 120.02596
16 =4 8 0.02308 30 90 120.02308
17 st= T 0.02019 30 90 120.02019
18 = 6 0.01731 30 90 120.01731
19 =95 5 0.01442 30 90 120.01442
20 falE= 5 0.01442 30 90 120.01442
21 Tz 5 0.01442 30 90 120.01442
22 HED 4 0.01154 30 90 120.01154
23 Olar 4 0.01154 30 90 120.01154
24 TE 3 0.00865 30 90 120.00865
25 3l 3 0.00865 30 90 120.00865
26 2zl 44 0.12692 20 90 110.12692
27 ALE 14 0.04038 20 90 110.04038
28 =) 9 0.02596 20 90 110.02596
29 2ot 8 0.02308 20 90 110.02308
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File Edit View Compute Seftings Windows Help
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s S 111
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1 1

i 1 1
139 JHHE 1 1 1.1
140 2ot 2 2 222
141 2HItER3] 1 1 111
142 plin] 1 1 111
143 il 7 2 2222
144 pliiinly 1 1 111
145 el 1= 1 1 1111
L JHHZ 0] 1 1 111
147 A= 2 1 1.1
148 e 3 2 222
149 ITE 1 1 1.1
150 JpRUE 1 1 111
151 1=l 1 1 111
182 e 1 1 111
182 H20 1 1 1111
i JIEn A= 1 1 111

4 2
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d1) 34 flower mats (3=l F 2] ¢t)

-

gk 529 Aol & ‘flower

SHEAGERE) 2, 27 e %2 5=
matts el ey dag el

mats’'= 12 AT 2y A
71 Aok s el AAA ¢

1}

S ¥3%AA ‘rush mats woven with

A =
flower patterns’ &3 o] WA e} A E = /3 9n
S AGd = AdS Aot

o]2) M F Cheolbyeondu (#3}21%)

th o] gol2 =7k A glo] =
Q1A b 4= gith, glAEd] WEe] dwo] AAlH o] QA ST ‘the
final stage of bidding farewell to the spirits by taking the sacrifices
back (cheolbyeondu) &2 ‘Cheolbyeondu (withdrawing sacrificial

offerings)’ ¢} #Zo] M3 uf F7F AHE AFaoF & Holt)
ol3) 7FulS= Gabaeju, a traditional alcoholic drink (31 <]#3}8-EH )
] E3TH Y Tl ol 7= ‘gabaeju, a traditional alcoholic
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drink'= Mol gtk HIFE AsAURE F4 W 29 47
F(EHHAE o8 FEe we ABFeaw fo] gk 4 0 =
A wAE ThRES Edel WMol =euie

2 5 gt

O 29
ede Fz ool 53 A AnAe oo} fEolA WHaA W
A,

1) < fr) ancestral tablet placing (3F217)

T3 FE R A8 HYE Ad £ F s E AAE A
7] Aol A@Eo] Azl Aed A Aol awd JF UL

B AFE 2o 5 Y= 71eHo] Ak
o2) 3 the game of fire trench (3} 9 F3}3H

Aol AT AN H - Fo AL WA P Hol wol
E bl mel'dl FEs oY WYsAEA E43

_1_:[]_
7] 9lste] Wete Aumuw oy 2,

Visitors to royal tombs including Donggureung in Gurl,
Hongyureung and Gwangneung n Namyangju,

Sejongdaewangneung in  Yeoju, Chilbaekuichong in
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Geumsan, and Hyeonchungsa Temple in Asan, from
September 18 to September 20, will be able to try
traditional folk games including the game of yut and fire

trench and drink traditional tea.
FIE HAEIE AR B 293 Alg o]t

o|3) XA yoke (&= L7 A )

wooden frame for carrying water

buckets’ A== HASFAY =& ‘wooden frame’ WAl ‘a-frame’©] 2}t

o] Ewpzp %71 4H S
= e ATIA B

()5 AHEEAY, 2
S W FAY, Zeka ®7] Al "ol

2o olFle] W ol EAes 492 Ak

it
2,
R
it
)
N
N
&'1-4
X
=
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2

11

= =9 pungmul nori; the pungmulnori (3] ¢]#3l3H )
a8 Fg5 HelA 2ukzt F7] Al Hojzar] dBA Ao

) &
]

o2) 21 Galbijim (<) (9] F84519)
Aol 7 HRE BAE
— Galbijjim (O)

o3) =& Noklo (x) (& F33H )
Aol &8 WH3E WA ‘T2 7

— Nongno (O)

TshA WA %—ﬂr 2ol ooy FA3A ALEEojof 3 gor}
JHER e 7138 el qz=ar 43 glo] Moy = 497 vl
Aot FAAA A= v 2o

1) s AA

e Haeinsa Temple (F3}A1%)

e Haeinsa, or the ‘Temple of Reflections on a Calm Sea’
=3k )

Haeinsa (== 2| a7 A o)

Haein Temple (3F= = A nlF 2] o)

Haeinsa Temple (3¢ #3531 )
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2) 7hoks

e gayageum, twelve-string zither (F3}21%)

e the Gayageum (a twelve-stringed traditional Korean
harp) (¥h=r ¥ Ah)

e a Gayageum, a 12-string traditional Korean zither (3F

55 A 5L A )

Aoz 59 Hol AW ongs y

FEFoNA ‘harp'=, =AW FA G| A] ‘zither 2 Mg F-5 A
fstile AT YU g7tA] o= AE % A
Ty o3 o] diEAk 17 2 AR AREolA d#Ade] gtk ul

zvidE w719 o139 A,
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<E 4-4> W9 73 Md I A

b 7 9| of A]
3
gAeel | o @dTo] golo AL zo) i
£9 + A2 #2718 AH(EdTAd 93 .
: Buncheongsagi
() %)
Wga | e Eo] o] FAE ofF
gulel | (dlgohm Ml A4S 7ot
+ o offe #ZF 9, AoVl palanquin
(2) S5 &3 WY
o Aol g0l ofn] FHle
4y | 2 age 4 i
SR o Qo] oA AT o 7HA .
g B ZaE Wel(QolsBsh sy | BEVEh D
S (%) = ogel AW, s met powdered celadon
= ¥Wgs 2)
g ot (E ot
o] &2 ‘moon jar,” a round
ojm o .« 0o ouedd AwA o white porcelain
+ mes woa Ao vessel that was a
A2 signature ceramics
olm o type of the late
Joseon period
7=
Ganggangsullae,
od A5 o o] gojo] UFES =wl Circle Dance
" er + A B Fh AR
;j Bed | FHe mael fA of, & 34
olm o o= Mot 74§ Yeongnyeongjeon,
Hall of Eternal
Comfort
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o o] &olo] A5& =vh
AR #7E F FU AER

wao] w3h HAel ol

B
Buncheongsagi
(grayish-blue

powdered celadon)

£ 317
Bulgogi (marinated
beef)

R
the beautiful granite

bridge Geumcheongyo

e
2
dlo
18

3997
Seungjeongwon Ilgi,
the Diaries of the

Royal Secretariat, a

+ AR ®7IF F F7F AERE detailed 4 of th
oA CRo] Hahe SAlek o3z etal.e record of the
eule | A@a vels Aol w3 5 | GOV cvens and

) official schedules of

* Aol EEeld w4 F oo

. - the court, from the
My | Adew MWA Aug GR R
o] ] o] ol 7o Joseon Dynasty's
first King, Taejo, to
its 27" and last
Sunjong
gee | e @To] §ojo Age =v}
=z 7 6\} =3 Alol 7]1:o0
o be SR A el 7)ol .
Fras | gAYe Awe) A8 | S
Wed | Faxd s o@m oo
gule | Solm W 4
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Bulguk Temple

#4417
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Hol AAH #3180 g A7 wom, gxAel 9=
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(Arirang)” 5°] Utk b5 o3 AAE SHAAM FAo] HY
of AbgstH ZAolty Iy FrHE AWE AlwskA 7] Wi
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B ol FuEate] ha(go)E EAES ] EASHE A
B(gohz Amd A@ste W Yo AY ol EFevl(elol

of) ¥4 talisman (= HW&uE3)
74t palanquin (€H5 =5 A 1L 7 A o)
A}e#] & Sarira Reliquary (3F==#) 1l F A4 ©F)
WA =71 Office of the Royal Coffin (3= #)] ul 5 A ¢)

< SO E =Fol9 o= d& Add= mAA A
2ol FAZE gle W ZEo] Thesith dE 5o, wolAbdel HHE
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23 AGS A7 Yt m2Ae® FXNE 2AY 2SS 1Y
ol AYAY Foll Bole Fol'z2 AHow ‘¥4’ o #3td9 ‘an
object which you believe has magic powers to protect you or bring
yvou luck’S 9m]stE ‘talisman’ &2 &2 4 gtk =3ro] o] 3o 4

ojuf thde] Ewo] T3k sidelyt tidat Wlaste] AA vEA &

S gy guide B8 5 Ak w=F dSHAL D = 9
= o3l olslol® Baelt X3H AFE, F, AFRel FiA 52
WA 9 stk ol datelst E2Atelr] WEd WAtolsh o

ool ddld dl&el 7testr] dwEolth ‘9 HOkER) Hall of
Eternal Comfort’oly ‘U =(H A #k) Records of Daily Reflections’€]
AbEl A 5 gkxpe] omle} o] ofw] Zho| oA A HEH s

e & 4 glvk

i) A84 oudg + (9)

g ol A& B dvn MaRe u, Lol 9
oA gEvhs 350l dot Wy ool ua Sxeld %
0 g ARE A9 5 Avs Aozt Ak o) 1RA A,
% Zuwols] E3olv] olsld] ov] Ade] WA PrHE JuE £
G Mgsty] Wolth 1 A, AW nde g ol A
%, Z Qo7& e Wgel Ad, #el, Het grd W
W 5 ogle e Aol

o) A7) a grayish blue powdered celadon (3F=f 3343 A})

H]Z} a pavilion to enshrine the memorial stone (SF=-A)) ul A ¢h)

4y ouede Sgx Ao MAAE F o Fasl A9y
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717"E  ‘buncheongsagi’® WTIE AKX glo] d&ds A =4 3f
ofFlel Wi 7 AHEIF e dod =AESCdA &Y &
(phonetic) A X Y& A|Fst= Alo|th WA, #3AL7]E ‘grayish blue
powdered celadon’S.Z WYt JaEo A A 279 olwAE
Aded 5 vy o]9e] o7|d afFet= Atel® EHE(extra thick
stone slabs placed at the intersection between the agungi and

gorae)’, ‘A AW (a type of public sauna) 5°] 2t}

4 oo+ 4wA oug f3e UgA dudn A5y

o)
o
Mg Aol ATEE W ol

of|1) AR <
the four heavenly kings, the guardians of the four corners
of the heavens who are often found at temple gates (i3}

A7)

of|2) & Folg(&dole)
‘moon jar, a rotund white porcelain vessel that was a
signature ceramics type of the late Joseon period (gF= =y

A 57 A )
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o) AAFE sajachum (lion-masked dance) (3]<]&-3}3- 1 9)

9@ 4 Yeongnyeongjeon, Hall of Eternal Comfort (:%}#17%)
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2] 4J = Tlseongnok, Records of Daily Reflections (3&3}#1 %)
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